
The Vatican Library.1

PART I.

" A D DBCOREM MIUTANTIS ECCLBSI/E, FIOKI CATHOLIC* AUGMENTUM,
HUDITOROM QUOQOK AC LITBEAKUM STODIIS UFSISTBNTIUM VIRORUM COM-
MOD DM ET HONOREM."—BULL O» 1477 . '

/^RIGINALITY can be claimed for this essay in no sense
^-^ of the word. It had been for some years my wish to put
into a presentable form the history of the great Vatican collec-
tion, and when in Rome at Easter, 1892, I made considerable
enquiries in the matter. The Preface of the late Commendatore
de Rossi to the Catalogue of the Vatican Latin MSS.' seemed
to me previous to that visit to be so exhaustive, that I had at
first determined simply to translate bis account. Permission
was sought, and readily obtained, from the Vatican, and from
the Commendatore himself.

Subsequently, however, it was found that the particular re-
searches of other writers upon the history of the Library, during
the later periods, were so important, that they could not be
overlooked ; and I determined to modify my original plan to the
extent of incorporating the chief results of these.

I have even, where it has been possible, adopted the actual
words of my various authorities, giving full acknowledgment in
footnotes, but not using inverted commas, which would in a
short time have proved wearisome, and distracting to the eye ;
judging that with such writers, each of whom had devoted a

1 Communicated to the Sixteenth Annul Meeting of the library Association,
at Aberdeen, September, 1893.

' See MQntx et Fabre, La BiblUtkiqu* du Vatitan cm xv. SQcl Paris, 1887,
p. 300.

* De origine, hittoria, indidtms scrinii, et bibliothecae Sedis Apostolice com-
mentatio. Romse, typ. Vat, 1886. Cf. La tnblloteca delta Sede Apostolica edi
catalog! dd sooi manoscritti. Roma, 1884.
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328 The Library.

lifetime to his particular study, it was unlikely that more feli-
citous phrases could have been invented by a casual foreigner,
whose only claim to be heard consists in his interest in the
subject.

I am gratefully bound to mention, at this early stage, the
name of my friend, the Rev. Franz Ehrle, S.J., of the Vatican
Library, whose own work in connection with its history will be
mentioned in its right place. Without his assistance the follow-
ing pages would not have been written.

THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF OLD ROME.

Dr. Lanciani remarks truly that the history of the public
libraries in ancient and mediaeval Rome has not yet been written,
and is only to be gathered in a fragmentary and imperfect way
from isolated passages of the classics and from inscriptions. He
himself, however, has done something in this direction, for in
his Ancient Rome he devotes a chapter to the subject;' and to
this in the first place I would direct attention. The essays on
ancient libraries, he says, published between 1606 and 1876, by
Lipsius, Saint-Charles, Lomeier, Struve, Lursen, Petit-Radel,
Michaud, and others, are not only incomplete, but almost worth-
less, because we have gained more knowledge on this subject
within the last few years, by the results of the excavations at
Pergamon, Pompeii, and Rome, than the authors above-named
could gather in the space of two centuries and a half. He
devotes considerable space to the discussion of the form of these
early libraries, into which I have no occasion here to enter.
But a few lines may be devoted to recording the actual libraries,
especially inasmuch as I shall only name those which can be
designated as public ones.

Records of libraries indeed at Rome we find as early as B.C.
168, when iEmilius Paulus brought back the library of Perseus,
king of Macedonia, after his conquest. This was, however, not
made a public one, nor is its site now to be traced. The library

1 Aruitnt Rowu in tlu light tf Rutnt Distcvtrits, London, 1888, chapter
pp. (178-203).
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The Vatican Library. 329

of Lucullus (B.C. 110-57), though really a private collection, may
be termed justly a public one; if we are to believe the authority
of Plutarch, who distinctly says that it was open to all.1

The first public library in Rome owes its origin to none other
than Julius Caesar. " His institution of a public library," Meri-
vale remarks, " not offered to the citizens for their use, but sur-
rendered to them for their own property, was a novelty in the
career of civilization." There can be little doubt of the fact,
though, according to Pliny, the first actually was built and
opened about B.C. 36 by Asinius Pollio. It stood in the Temple
of Liberty on the Aventine, one wing for Greek and one for
Latin literature.'

Four years later Augustus founded the Octavian Library, in
the porticos of Octavia, in honour of his sister. This was de-
stroyed by fire, A.D. 80.* He also built the Palatine Library by
the Temple of Apollo, on the Palatine, arranged in the same
way as that in the Temple of Liberty. This, too, was de-
stroyed by fire, on the night between the 18th and 19th of March,
A.D. 363. It was in a secret chamber under the statue of
Apollo here that the Sibylline books were preserved. Ammianus
says that these survived more than one fire, and even this last
one which destroyed the whole of this group of buildings.'

Tiberius gave up a wing of his palace for a similar institu-
tion, which suffered the same fate in A.D. 191. It would seem
that he also enlarged the already existing libraries of Augustus.
Vespasian established a fifth in his Forum of Peace. But the
most magnificent one was founded by the emperor Trajan,
hence called the Ulpian Library, in Trajan's forum. Diocletian,
in the third century, removed this to ornament his baths on the
Viminal.

Librarians of various grades were appointed to the old Pala-
tine Libraries, as may be seen from inscriptions still extant.'

1 LucaHus, 41.
* Su Merivale, History ef Romans undtr Iht Empirt, new ed., 1865, vol. ii.,

p. 403, for an important note relating to this priority. Dr. Lanciani, op. cit., p.
184, accepts the claim of Pollio without farther comment.

' Lanciani, pp. 184-6.
* Ammianus xxiii. 3 (Middleton, Remit in 1888, Edin., 1888, p. 107).
» Carpus Inscr. La//., VI. i i , 5188, 5189, 4333, 5190, &c Of these I produce

two (Middleton, op. (it., p. 107).
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5188
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XXX,
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L A T I N A • APOLLINIS
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LATINA • APOLLINIS

VIX • AN • XLVIII.

Finally the emperor Gordian II. (A.D. 237) founded a new
library in the Palace of Pompey, but I am uncertain as to the
extent to which it was a public one.1

Since doubt may exist in the minds of some as to the anti-
quity of the free library movement I may perhaps be forgiven
for recalling an incident, to which Dr. Lanciani calls atten-
tion, who states that in his own mind there is no doubt that
these libraries were certainly free. Aulus Gellius relates that
one day he was the guest of a distinguished friend at Tivoli, and
a discussion arose as to whether the use of iced water in warm
weather was injurious to the health. Someone present quoted
Aristotle's authority condemning it. As some doubt was ex-
pressed in regard to Aristotle's real opinion, the speaker ran to
the public library, fetched the volume and read it out. Gellius
adds that the force of Aristotle's words was so great that they
all decided at once to give up the use of so injurious a beverage
for ever.

Let us now turn to the history of the Vatican Library
proper.

1 Gibbon states that this consisted of 62,000 volumes. (Dtclin* and Fall, ed.
1854, TOI. L, p. 31a.)
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I. FROM THE COMMENCEMENT TO 1295.

II. FROM 1295 TO 1447.

III. FROM 1447 TO PRESENT TIME.

I.

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT TO 1295.

THE ASSBMANI, in 1756, trace back the origin of the Vatican
Library to the gospel which, tradition states, St. Mark wrote
at the bidding of St. Peter and gave to the Romans; and
to the books and parchments which St. Paul when captive at
Rome told Timothy to bring him (II. Tim. iv. 13).1 Though
this is too far-fetched, it is evident that in each Christian
Church a library must have commenced by the collection of
MSS. of the sacred books, and especially those which were
needed for daily use in public reading. Certainly Ignatius of
Antioch, writing to the Philadelphians about some disputes
which had already arisen about Christian doctrine, exclaims:
" Unless I find it in the archives, that is, in the gospels, I will
not believe."1 To these archives there are other references.

What the author of the Pontifical Book of the 6th century
states, and the Assemani accepted, as to the city being divided by
Clement, St. Peter's successor, into seven districts, and faithful
notaries being appointed to inquire carefully into the deeds of
the martyrs (which certainly was done later), many will allow
has been rightly referred to this early date. Furthermore, the
unknown author of the martyrdom of St. Clement makes
mention of the poor, whose names that pope had written down,
in each region, in order that he might feed them ; and that such
lists of themembers of the Christian fraternity existed in the 2nd
and 3rd century, if not in the time of Clement, in the chests of
the Roman Church, has been most clearly demonstrated.

The zeal of learned Christians for libraries is sufficiently shown
by those which Origen and his pupils Ambrose, Alexander,
Bishop of Jerusalem (212-281), and Pamphilus of Caesarea con-

1 Catalogue bibliothecse apostolicc Vatican* codicnm MSS. Ed. Steph. Evodhu
Anemanui archiepiscopui Apamensis et Joseph Simon Assemanns eiosdem biblio-
thectc pnefectus. 3 torn. Rom*, 1756-9.

1 De Rossi, op. tit., p. xii.
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structed. A considerable number of books were used by the
anonymous author of the Philosophumena and Hippolytus,
(whose statue stood either in his own library or in that of the
church, and was apparently the gift of his pupils and friends).
The care which was taken at this early time, not only that
the sacred books, but that books relating to Christian doctrine
and history should be copied, is shown by those who have
edited the epistle of the Church of Smyrna on the martyrdom of
Polycarp; in Irenaeus of Lyons; by Origen, Lucian, Pamphilus
and Antoninus, who continued occupied with the emendation
of the sacred writings when they were already in prison and
condemned to death.1

Concerning the libraries of the churches before the time of
Constantine, express testimony remains in the acts of the magis-
trates in Africa who carried out the commands of Diocletian and
Maximian, that the meeting-houses of the Christians should be
destroyed, and their books burnt. In the acts of Munatius
Felix we read : " When we had come to the house in which the
Christians met . . . we came into the library, and found the
lockers empty." Then Bishop Paul confesses that the readers
have the books, from each of whom the manuscripts had to be
sought singly. They found in all thirty-two, some large and
some smaller, and four " quiniones " (sic). Alfius Caecilianus,
the duumvir of the town, "came to the place where the Chris-
tians held their sermons, and took from it the tribunal and
letters of salutation." These were, no doubt, the letters of the
bishops sent with the travelling brethren (fratres p$regrinaities),
who are said to have been formed into a body in the 4th century.
Lastly, in these acts mention is made of " MSS. precious, most
precious," which a man had hidden lest he should be made tore-
store, and said that they had been burnt. Mensurius, Bishop of
Carthage (A.D. 311) wrote that " he had taken away and preserved
the sacred MSS. lest they should be found by the persecutors,
and had sent into the basilica certain infamous writings of the
new heretics; and that when the persecutors had found these
and taken them off, they asked nothing more. But that certain
Carthaginians had afterwards suggested to the proconsul, that
those who had been sent to carry off and burn the scriptures of
the Christians had been fooled, for they had only found a few
things which did not belong to them ; that the MSS. were being

1 De Roui, xiii.-xir.
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kept in the bishop's house, whence they ought to be fetched and
burnt. But that the proconsul was unwilling to interfere."1

And so the library of the Church of Carthage escaped free from
the flames. Another bishop, Secundus Tigisitanus, bore witness
that men had been sent by the curator, together with a cen-
turion, to find the sacred books and destroy them, but that they
had been content with some rubbish or other, and that even
this he had not given up.

It is in this way that the church libraries, with but few ex-
ceptions, were destroyed*, by the edict of Diocletian, or perished
through the very care by which they were preserved. What
happened at Rome at this period is unknown. But it may be
taken for nearly certain that all the documents and records
relating to the history of the church before Constantine perished
at the time of this calamity. How the library at Jerusalem,
founded before the middle of the 3rd century, and the Caesarean
library of Origen and Pamphilus escaped, is unknown. At the
time of the 4th century, Euzoius, the bishop, endeavoured, as
it is recorded, to have the books of this latter library transcribed
on to parchment, probably on account of the wearing away of
the papyrus.

The mention of the office of readers or lector already indi-
cates that the care of these libraries was in some way entrusted
to them. That ordinarily the sacred books were preserved in
the basilicas themselves, and in lockers and shelves at the side
of the bema, that is, the chair and tribunal, may be inferred from
the disposition of the libraries in the 4th and 5th centuries. On
each side of the apse were lockers. On the one side were the fur-
niture and sacred vessels, on the other the books and library.
As proof of this may be mentioned the well-known couplet by
Paulinus of Nola—

" Si quern sancta tenet meditandi in lege volunus
Hie poterit residens sacris intendere libris,"*

and an inscription of the 5th century from the tribunal of the
church, apparently of Seville, given by De Rossi in the second
volume of the Christian Inscriptions, clearly proves this.

There was also in each church a church chest, in which
eventually the acts of the churches, and epistles of commendation

1 De Rossi, xv.
* This was a favourite inscription in libraries. It was over that,

in Rouen Cathedral.
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more particularly were kept, and these were entrusted to deacons.
But to show how complete must have been the destruction
carried out at Rome at the time of the persecution of Diocletian,
it is only necessary to point out that Gregory the Great, in reply
to a letter from Eulogius of Alexandria, asking about some of
the acts of the early martyrs, wrote that he had found at Rome
nothing except one martyrology, and this collected into one
volume. (Epp. viii., 39.) That the destruction of these may
be traced to Diocletian is the opinion of Baronius, and nearly
all subsequent writers.1

Concerning the epistles of the Popes, and their preservation
in the form which afterwards came to be known as the
" Regesta," nothing has been handed down earlier than the 4th
century. But Tertullian (A.D. 160-240) mentions a MS. pre-
served in the archives at Rome. The Epistle of St. Clement
(the second Pope) to the Corinthians, at the end of the 1st
century, and similar early documents have come to us, not from
Rome, but from the libraries of the east, Egypt and Africa.

Coming down to the peace of Constantine (A.D. 325) we know
that, with gifts of all sorts, books were certainly given to the
Church, and the first actual existing example of a donation to the
Church, that known as the Cornutian MS., expressly mentions
sacred and liturgical books.' The Epistle of Constantine to
Eusebius, and his answer, concerning the copies of fifty books
which the Emperor gave for the use of the church at Constanti-
nople, is well known, as well as St. Jerome's remark that instead
of having books in uncial letters of gold and silver, written upon
purple parchment, he .preferred having work-day copies, well
emendated.*

With regard to the lists of the poor and needy, and the care
with which they were made, we have evidence from the 3rd
century onwards, and in the gth century we have the statement
of John the Deacon, that in the archives of the Lateran Palace
there still existed the huge paper volume (prtzgrande volume*) in
which the names, and ages, and professions of all of both sexes,
not only in Rome, but its suburbs and neighbouring cities, as
well as among the cities on the seaboard for a great distance, were
preserved. But it must be repeated that no documentary evi-

' De Rossi, p. ixi.
1 The CornalUn MS. i* of the year 471. De Rossi, I.e., xxxv.
*De Rossi, xxxr.
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dence is in existence as to the actual preservation of the archives
before the 4th century.

In speaking earlier of the division of Rome into regions, I
should have added that for the purposes of registration there
were appointed, in each, notaries: so that we have now arrived
at the point at which the work of organization had become
crystallized. In charge of the books and documents of each,
church was the reader, or lector; under him was an amanuensis,
or scribe (exceptor), chosen at an early age, and advanced to the
status of reader as he grew up. Superintending the registration,
as early as the year 338, were the notaries, over whom eventually
a superintendent (primicerius) was placed, possibly by Pope Julius
(337-352), from whom the series of men were drawn who, in a
later age, became known as the librarians of the Apostolic See.

One of the earliest mentioned is Surgentius, to whom a book
of Arator the sub-deacon On tk* Acts of the Apostles was handed
over by Pope Vigilius in the year 544 to be placed among the
archives of the Church.

As early as 536 we find one Boniface, superintendent of the
notaries, searching by command of Pope John I., as to the date of
Easter ; and he brought out of the archives of the Roman Church
the letter of Pascasinus and Bishop of Lilybea, sent to Leo the
Great in 444.

An interesting confirmation of the fact that grades of work
were already established is shown by the inscription placed by
Pope Damasus (366-384) over the A rckimtm constructed by him,
together with the Church of St. Lawrence, near the theatre of
Pompey. He speaks of his father as in turn, amanuensis,
reader, deacon, priest {exuptor, lector, levita, sacerdos), and to his
own rising in the same way and thence to the apostolic chair.

Hinc pater exceptor lector levita sacerdoi
Creverat, hinc meritis quoniam melioribus actii
Hinc mihi provecto Christos cui mmmi potettas
Sedis Apostolicae volvit concedere honorem
ArchibU fateor rolvi nova condere tecta
Addere prarterea dextra laevaqae columnas
Quae Damaii teneant proprium per taecnla nomen.

And it is most probable, according to De Rossi, that in this
basilica of St. Lorenzo, before the scriptorium instituted by Julius,
and before the peace of Constantine, from expressions used, the
treasury of the archives existed, which at the end of the 4th
century had not yet been established at the Lateran. Even the
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shape of this scriptorium of Pope Damasus has in all probability
been safely conjectured. And not only is thus much known, but
it is certain that here were deposited the acts of the Council held
by Pope Damasus in the year 369 at Rome, for to the acts is
expressly added the note: " In the same way also 146 other
oriental bishops subscribed their names, the authentic copy of
which is to-day preserved in the archives of the Roman Church."1

Dr. Lanciani claims that some of this library of Pope Dama-
sus still remains, in the Palazzo della Cancellaria courtyard—a
double tier of light columns of red Egyptian granite. " These
are the very columns,"he says, "which Pope Damasus carried
from Pompey's theatre to his library, and which Cardinal Riario,
in i486, removed from the library to his palace."*

St. Jerome always speaks of the " chartarium " of the Roman
Church. In the 5th century this came to be known more
generally under the name of scrinium or scrinia. And this is the
word used by Boniface I. (418), Caelestine I. (422), and Leo the
Great (440-461), and others generally. There is no mention of
the site, and as to the date at which the archives were transferred
from the building of Pope Damasus to the Lateran, De Rossi
confesses himself to be ignorant.'

The scrinium, shrine, or chest is familiar in appearance to
most of my readers. As late as the middle of the 14th century
(1341) a chest or case sealed with three seals and locked with
three keys, containing some privileges and muniments affecting
the Church of Rome, found its way somehow to Treviso, and was
recovered by Benedict XII.

These scrinia which subsequently became the "regesta" of
the popes were early distinguished by a number, and German
erudition has discovered proofs of this in the letters of Innocent
I. (402-417). The words of St. Jerome with regard to the letter
of Anastasius I. (400-1) bear out the fact that they could be easily
referred to. " If you suspect that this letter has been forged by
me," he asks, " why do you not look it out in the archives (in
ckariario) of the Roman Church ?" And we know that this
method of filing and preserving decrees was exactly copied from
that used for the rescripts of the Caesars, the acts of the Roman
Senate, and the prefecture of the city.

1 De Rossi, xliii. Cf. Lanciani, Amtitnt Rtmt (1888), pp. 187-190.
1 Op. eit., p. 190. For a completer description of the theatre of Poinpejr,

tee Middleton, Rom* in 1888, pp. 295-6.
•P. xlv.
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The Liber Diurnus under Pope Hilary I. (461-8) speaks of the
libraries founded by him at the Lateran. These may have been
merely church libraries. ..

We now come to the next library founded by the popes.
Pope Agapetus (535-6) in founding a University at Rome, con-
nected a library with it and gave up the private house of his
family for it on the Caelian. The inscriptions which were put
up in the building in commemoration of the fact are preserved to
us only in the Codex of Einseidlen (given, of course, by De
Rossi).1 Agapetus seems to have been exclusive in his tastes,
for he ordered one MS. to be brought from the treasury or chest,
and publicly burnt.' The condition of libraries at this time may
be known from that of Cassiodorius who retired to the Calabrian
Monastery at Viviers, and there founded one, giving minute in-
structions for the binders who were specially attached to it; and
for the lighting of it by means of lamps and the addition of
water-clocks and sundials.*

The library of Pope Agapetus at Rome was enlarged and
improved half a century later by Gregory the Great (590-604).
Lanninni sees in the library of S. Gregorio at Monte Celio the
lineal descendant of this time.4

The letters of Gregory the Great are full of references to the
tcrinia of the Roman Church. We may quote one instance.
Gregory more than once made inquiries as to the authenticity
of the acts of the Council of Ephesus; and he did this by
collating MSS. at Rome and at Constantinople, claiming those
preserved by the Holy See to be the more correct. " Our
Roman books," he writes to Narses, " are much more truthful
than the Greek ones, because, as we are blessed with fewer
brains than you, we are not such good hands at imposture."
An interesting sidelight is thrown by a bishop of Saragossa,
who by the command of King Chindaswinth' (642-9) had occa-
sion to refer to the Mor alia. The book could not be found

1 Op. cU., pp. lvi.-lvii. Cf. Lanciani, p. 190.
•De Rossi, I.e., p. li.
'Casxiodorios speaks of this library in bis profoundly interesting Dt inttilu-

tinu divinarum littrarum. Cf. De Rossi, lxi.-Uii., and LancUni, p. 198.
' Ibid., p. 198.
1 See Mr. H. Bradley's delightful book, Tkt Co/As (Story of the Nations, Lond.,

1888, pp. 338-9), for this King. His great-grandson is the Roderic treated of by
Scott and Southey.
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among the archives of the Holy See, owing to the number of
other books there; but a copy was found in the basilica of
St. Peter " in scrinio," where a higher part was reserved for St.
Augustine.

But the scrinium and the library of the Apostolic See (" bib-
liotheca sedis apostolicae"), over which the superintendent of
the notaries presided, in the 7th century were certainly in the
Lateran, for in the formulas used in that century and inserted in
the daybook, the archives of the Roman Church and the sacred
chest (scrinium) of the Lateran are manifestly one and the same.
Cardinal Pitra believed that the famous decree of Pope Gelasius I.
(492-496) at the end of the 5th century—De libris rccipiendis tt
non recipiendis—referred to the Lateran library, and I have already
quoted other references to it of an even earlier date.1 In the
council held at Rome against the Monothelites, which was held
in the Lateran in 649, books and papers of every kind and in
large numbers were brought out on request immediately from
the treasury and library and shown, as from a place close by.

We have even more precise evidence. By the command of
Martin I., Theophylactus the superintendent made extracts from
some of the writings of the Saints and of evidence on the heretics.
When mention was made in one of the chapters of Cyrus, Bishop
of Alexandria, of a saying by Dionysius, Bishop of Athens, in
his epistle to Gaius, one of those then present said: " The book
of these fathers must be brought." And Theophylactus found it
and brought it, not from the chest, but from the venerable library
of the See (dt venerabiii bibliothtca Sedis). From the books asked
for and consulted at this Lateran council, brought out on request
by Theophylactus, De Rossi has re-constructed some part of the
catalogue of the Library of the Holy See in 649. Thirty-three
authors are quoted (ao fathers and 13 heretics). We may learn
from this how rich the library was of which these can necessarily
have only been a small section, in Greek and Latin theological
Literature, both eastern and western; and also that heretical
books were diligently preserved.

The ninth chapter of his preface De Rossi devotes to the inter-
change of books, in the 7th century, between the Church at Rome
and the nations converted to Christianity ; and in the very title of
the chapter, it is gratifying to find he is obliged to mention
England as the nation with which pre-eminently (presertim

1 Iodoro Carini, La Biitiettca Vatuana (Roma, tip. Vat, 1893), p. 9.
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Anglis) this interchange went on. He mentions the many books
sent by Gregory the Great to St. Augustine, and in a footnote
gives the localities, in which all that are still known, are to be
found.1 And he gives evidence for his statement that at the time
the library of the Holy See was the centre from which sacred
books were diffused through Northern Europe. He mentions of
course the five journeys of St. Benet Biscop, from Bishopswear-
mouth to Rome, in 653, 658, 671, 678, 684, and the books which
he brought back on each occasion. The story of the discovery
by De Rossi in the Laurentian Library at Florence of the copy of
the Pandects, brought by St. Benet's successor from Rome, and
then returned in a copy at his death to Rome ; and of his restora-
tion, without any shadow of doubt, of the original inscription, is
interesting to all Britons, but not germane to my subject.

At the end of the 7th century or the beginning of the 8th,
Pope Sergius I. took the charge from the superintendent and
granted the care of the library to Gregory their sub-deacon, who
afterwards was raised to St. Peter's Chair; and from this time
onwards the list of librarians is continuous.'

Great care was bestowed on the Lateran Treasury by Pope
Zacchary (741-752) in the 8th century. The Liber Pontificalis
records the structural improvements which he made; and under
Paul I. (757) and Adrian I. (772-795), we have, also in the same
century, explicit references to liturgical books and books by
Aristotle, mentioned in connection with King Pipin and Charle-
magne in the same library.

About the 8th century we first begin to hear of books and
tabulated lists at St. Peter's; while we also hear then of magnificent
gifts to the Holy See. Charlemagne sends the psalter of his dead
wife Hildegard to Hadrian I. in 783. Agnello of Ravenna about
839 complains of a very fine volume, written by order of a bishop
in the 6th century, having found its way to Rome.'

This vast treasure of books of inestimable value, of regesta,
and charters gathered together before the n th century in the
chests, library, and sacristy of the Apostolic See, in the " con-

1 Op. cit., p. lxxii. The Cambridge Gospel ii in the Library of Corpus Christi
College, MS., No. 286. Engraved in Wat wood'1 Pakeographia Sacra Pictoria.
De Rossi translates Cambridge by " Cambricensis."

* Givrn by the Assemani in their catalogue, 1756.
» For many others, see De Rossi, Uxxv.
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fessio " and among the archives of St. Peter's, as also of books
more especially liturgical of both Latin and Greek rites, belong-
ing to the various basilicas, titles, deaconries, and monasteries of
the Eternal City,—has altogether perished. It is now beginning
to be understood and recognised that from this destruction
scarcely anything has been saved. For the opinion used to
prevail that a great or by no means despicable part at least of the
ancient MSS. of the Roman Church had been received into the
libraryand treasuryof the Vatican Palace. Mabillon, Tiraboschi,
and following them Blume, persuaded themselves that the
libraries which were said to have been founded by Hilary in the
5th century in the baptistry of the Lateran had been submerged
among the Vatican collections, either by Pope Zacchary (741-752)
who drew up the Lectionaries, or by Sixtus IV., who commenced
the new library. But not one single MS. earlier than the 8th
century came from the libraries either of Hilary, of Agapetus
or of the Lateran, to the Vatican. Even the authentic regesta do
not commence before the pontificate of Innocent III. (1178-1181).
All earlier have perished.

By what civil tumult, or hostile outbreak, fire, or other
tale of calamities so complete a devastation of the chests and
library of the Holy See, and of all MSS. earlier than the 8th
century, and nearly all earlier than the 11 th, was caused at Rome,
the annals of succeeding ages are silent. Gaiseric and his
Vandals when they took, and pillaged, the Eternal City in 455
left it, as we know, a mere shell.1 And in 535, when the statues
round the Mausoleum of Hadrian were used as missiles, there
was little chance of things less perishable living.* The calamities
which the city underwent especially in the n th century, certainly
caused the greatest losses to the treasuries and libraries of the
churches. But the' library of the Lateran at the end of that
century was still in existence. This is known from a book made
by Deusdedit, a cardinal of the years 1086-7, which consists of
excerpts from tomes, regesta, and privileges preserved in the
chests of the Holy See. So careful and critical a judge as De
Rossi, after weighing all the evidence, is satisfied that this is a
sufficient proof of the existence of the library at this time.*

Deusdedit also mentions some volumes that he saw " by the
Palladium," "in the muniment tower by the Palladium" (Juxta

See H. Brmdley, The GotAs, p. 115. ' Ibid., p. 241.
• Pp. xc-xriy.
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Palladium, in ckariulario juxta Palladium). This tower was
situated by S. Maria Nuova, now S. Francesca Romana, and
joined1 the arch of Titus, under the Palatine hill and monastery.
A watch-tower begun there by John VII. (705-7) was afterwards
so fortified that in the n th and 12th centuries it was considered
almost impregnable, and there Urban II. betook himself in 1088.'
The custody of this tower was given to the Frangipanni as
vassals of the Roman Church and in some way chamberlains of
this keep.'

At the beginning of the 12th century the regesta of the
popes were no longer, all kept in Rome. Some part of them,
either for greater safety, or through the frequent change of
residence on the part of the popes, began to be kept in the
monasteries, outside the city. We know this from a con-
troversy as to the boundary of two dioceses, which was only
settled by the regestum of Alexander II. (1061) being brought
from Soracte to Rome. But that the greater part was kept at
Rome is known from the fact that copies of these regesta, which
could only have been made during this time, are preserved, and
preserved only, in MSS., one at the British Museum, one at the
Vatican, and one at Cambridge.* Now, after Honorius III.
(1216-27) no one makes mention of any regesta earlier than In-
nocent III. (1198-1216.) Nor when the regesta at the beginning
of the 14th century were moved to Perugia, and thence to Assisi
and thence to Avignon was there any volume of them remaining
earlier than the end of the 12th century. The loss, therefore,
of the early regesta, took place after the pontificate of Honorius
III., and before the end of that century or the beginning of the
next.

If, then, the cause of the destruction of these regesta is to be
found, we must turn to the history of the muniment tower under
the Palatine Hill. We know that documents were kept there,
and that it was considered impregnable; we know that Urban
II., as we have seen, and his successors, especially Alexander
III., betook themselves there for safety. It is, therefore, the
highest probability that thither the regesta were removed. But

1 De Roui, xcjv., LAQCUIM, Attaint Romt, p. 203.
1 " Ideo dicitor Charlalarium, qui» ibi fait bibliotheca publics," Mirabilia (Jriis

Rema. See Carini, p. 18.
* They derived their distinctive name " Da Chirtalaria " from it. Ibid.
* Trinity College library, MS., R.. ix., 17
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the Frangipanni, after the death of Honorius III., the last pope
who makes mention of the earlier registers, deserted the cause
of the papacy, and at the command of the Emperor Frederick
II., handed over whatever they held for the popes to the Anni-
baldi. So that not only the muniment tower but all its contents
fell into the hands of the enemies of the Church.1

De Rossi does not believe that the cause of destruction can
to any considerable degree be attributed to the fact that a
certain quantity of the early documents were certainly on paper
and not parchment.1 But that ignorance had a good deal to do
with it he proves by a quotation from a catalogue made of the
archives brought from Rome to Avignon in 1366. Among them
was found " a roll written on paper in letters apparently illegi-
ble, and written over on some leaf," a palimpsest in fact, " and
on that account no entry is made of it."

Of all these early Lateran libraries only one manuscript
remains—the famous Bible known as the Amiaiina Laurenxiana,
now in the Lorenzian library at Florence.*

Innocent III. was the first to see the necessity of developing
new offices at St. Peter's, and commenced the Vatican Curia,4

and it is thanks to him that through this we have practically
an unbroken series of regesta from his date onwards. " Because
he thought it not only honourable, but useful, that the supreme
pontiff should have a dignified palace at St. Peter's, he built
there entirely new houses for the cancellaria and chamberlains,
etc.1"

But the Papal collection in the 13th century, Carini, one
of the prefects of the Vatican library, whose work upon that
subject is the last authoritative statement that we have, can only
describe as a travelling library. " The popes of that time," he
writes, " from the perversity of the factions and the turbulence
now of the people, now of the Roman nobles, were constrained
to take with them the treasure (Thssaurum nostrum, et Ecclesia
Romans) to Orvieto, to Viterbo, to Anagni, to Perugia," where
we find it, for example, in 1304. For all that, under Boniface
VIII. (1394-1303) the Apostolic library was the first of its time;

1 Carini, p. 19. • Ibid., p. ai. • Ibid., pp. 31-3.
* The Vatican Palace itself was begun by Nicholas III. (1277-1280). See

Milman, Latin Christianity, fourth ed., rol. vL, p. 411.
'Carini, p. 33. Innocent Ill.'t codification of the regesta continued till

SUtus V.
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possessed books illuminated by the celebrated Oderisi da Gubbio
and Franco Bolognese; and possessed 33 Greek MSS.; " a
miserable number to-day, but remarkable then, though not if we
consider the relations of Rome and Constantinople in the 13th
century."1

CHARLES SAYLB.

(To be contintud.)

'Carini 145.
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